
How many parents a child can have



Did we 
meet

before
? 

before
?



Kinship 
care is of 
all times
but only 

since 1980 
in our 

legislation



Aids in 
Africa: after

every funeral
there was a 
new home 

for the 
children



After that start of new residential facilities because 
there were not enough grandmothers….

Garima foundation (India)



Dutch foster care



2019
2778 new foster families 

accepted

1530 kinship (55%)

1248 regular



Association for foster-grand parents



All on one line:

parents
foster parents

and 
“their” child



NO!

He is no more 
interested in his 
child, she 
started a new 
life in Germany



New ideas in family 
therapy

NAGY

• Ex parents don’t exist

• Children don’t divorce

• The paradox of love: the 
worse the parents, the 
more loyal the child is 

• Think in more generations: 
this father is not a bad 
man, he is also a victim of 
his education



These are no orphanages,  yet a lot of social orphans live there…..



The opposite:

Too many scandals around

intercountry adoption. Dutch 

government stopped all (Asia, United 

States, Hungary and Bulgaria)



Mammy, do 
you think that 

I look like my 
mother?

14



Identity: 
I am a banana, yellow
outside, white inside

15



Roots travels

From all Dutch 
adoptees who are 
(young) adult now, 

1/3 is looking for 
the birth parents.

16



From grand 
parent to

foster parent

• We can learn from these 
children/adults, that its very
important that the birth parents
will be part of their lives

• Find/support the birthparents, 
explain/motivate them that they
are important: no more social 
orphans

• But for sure that can be delicate

(more about this in my workshop)



Grandparents part of the problem, or part of 
the solution?

Not in all countries they can be foster parents
for their grandchild !



Decision
making

Choice of a new 
school

Hair cut

Permission to smoke

Religion

Serious medical
interventions.



The social 
worker 1

Kinship care

Selection…..

Allowance? OK,  but no social worker

Lateron they are happy not to do the job 
all alone

“You can call me” is not the right attitude 
to become part of the system.



The social 
worker 2

To the birth parents: we need you

To the kinship carers: let’s do it
together

To the child: I am here to help you



learn more about the 
family group conference

Attend the workshop about the family group workshop by 
Rob van Pagee!



Questions?



Contact: 

rene.knowledgefactory@gmail.com

contact: rene.knowledgefactory@gmail.com


